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Good morning. It is a great honor to be here this morning. And I want to thank each of 
you attending for being here – because there is urgent work to do.   
 
Today, around the world thousands of people will die from AIDS, thousands more – 
mostly young women, will become infected with HIV. 
 
Today, in cities and towns and villages across the African continent millions of children 
without parents, both teenagers and toddlers, are forced to scavenge for food, for 
shelter, for survival. 
 
Today, millions of caregivers stand next to millions of sick men, women and children 
who lie in beds and on the floors of overcrowded hospitals, or more likely on mats in 
dark homes as they slowly succumb to the AIDS virus – without access to even basic 
medical treatments, let alone ARVs. 
 
Today alone, the United States will spend over $1 billion in our global fight against 
terrorism that began with the attack on September 11th, 2001 and the death of nearly 
3,000 people on American soil.   
 
Yet, since September 11th, 2001 – nearly 11 million human beings have died from the 
devastating, destructive terror caused by the AIDS virus. 
 
Do we really need to link the global devastation caused by the AIDS virus to terrorism in 
order to create a sense of concern and urgency in Congress?   
 
Are the 8,000 human beings who die daily from AIDS around the world – dying silent, 
horrible deaths not enough create a sense of urgency on the part of the wealthiest, most 
powerful nation the world has ever known? 
 
In America, we fear terrorism.  What do you think the 12 million AIDS orphans struggling 
to survive every day on the African continent fear – terrorism or hunger, abuse, the 
terror of going to sleep on the street?   
 
In Africa, the number of people in “extreme poverty,” meaning less than $1 per day,  
has doubled since 1981 – to include over 300 million people. This absolute, abject, 
hopeless level of poverty is terrorism.   
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Hundreds of millions of people who know more days every year being hungry than 
being full extinguishes hope, allows disease and despair to spread and destroys the 
very foundation of stability any nation requires to provide for its citizens. 
 
We are seeing it all over the continent of Africa.  Health care and education systems are 
collapsing.  Chronic food insecurity is expanding.  Life expectancy in countries like 
Zambia, Botswana, Malawi, Swaziland and Zimbabwe all dropping to under 40 years of 
age. 
 
At the same time, countries like Ethiopia, Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Malawi and Zambia – with a combined population of over 175 million people –  
and all have more than 45% of their populations under the age of 15 years old.  
  
This means tens of million of children growing up knowing far more about suffering and 
hunger while we in Congress have the luxury of debating the morality of our 
ABC…Abstinence, Be Faithful, Condom policy. 
 
We have a global crisis resulting from AIDS and it both feeds on as well as fuels 
absolute, extreme poverty.  If we as a human race do not stand together to confront 
both HIV/AIDS and absolute poverty entire families, communities and, yes, countries 
will become extinct.   
 
And in this the wealthiest, most powerful nation on the world has ever known we’ll read 
about it in the newspaper and think it is just terrible…and then go on with our lives. 
 
Urgency means leading the developed world to marshal and invest the billions of 
dollars, train hundreds of thousands of health care workers, work to help feed, cloth and 
care for millions of orphans, directing moral outrage against the needless suffering of 
millions…and the creative genius of the world best minds to extinguish absolute poverty 
and building a foundation on which the terror of HIV/AIDS can be deterred, diminished 
and eventually – one day – defeated. 
 
A generation around the world – hundreds of millions of young people under 15 years of 
age – living in the poorest most HIV/AIDS impacted countries know nothing but hunger, 
disease, despair and survival.  Their future is linked to our future… because their life 
expectancy is 32 years of age and ours in the U.S. is 82 years of age … this planet will 
know no peace… because their hopelessness will sow the seeds of insecurity, 
instability, collapse of entire regions of the world. 
 
The effort, expense, know how and sacrifice our nation is making in Iraq alone could 
eliminate extreme poverty for hundreds of millions of people in Africa and start the 
decline of the AIDS epidemic.  It is a matter of morality, choices and priorities and 
whose life has value and whose life doesn’t.   
 
Urgency is needed…from our nation and the world.  Thank you for being here 
today…we have much work to do. 


